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For many years I was co-authoring this report. In reality, out of deep respect for my 

friend Melvin, I was just adding my name at the end of it and maybe correcting alignment 

and typo issues. As you can see I am keeping the same template and layout to honor his 

memory. My aim is to continue Melvin’s legacy, sharing the same values and love for 

such an important mission. Because it was a mission for him to Hellenize all the non 

Greek citizens of Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire, either teaching them the language, or the 

songs, or the culture and customs of Greece. I hope I will be worthy and up to this task. 

 

There were 4 classes in 2024/25 - a Beginners’ Class with Alkistis, an Intermediate Class 

with Kostas Lyssas, an Advanced Class with Michalis  and a Conversation Class with 

Eirini and Fotis. With the exception of the Conversation Class which was an online one, 

the other classes were conventional face-to-face ones. We had up to 20 students in total. 

Testimony that this worked well is that the groups asked their tutors to continue the 

classes into the term after Easter when it was originally advertised as finishing. 

As you can see on the financial report, all conventional classes had a profit apart from the 

online. In reality we need 3 students at least, per class, paying the full tuition, to cover 

our tutor fees. 

 

The plan for the coming session is to revert to having 5 or 6 classes, all of which will be 

conventional evening classes apart from the Conversation Class which will be online 

again but only with Eirini as tutor. Fotis unfortunately has working commitments that 

will prevent him to participate. To be honest that was convenient for our society because 

it will reduce the tutor’s fee and will make the class sustainable. 

 

So, we will have a Beginners Class with me. An Intermediate A’ class with Evgenia. 

Evgenia will replace Alkistis that she will continue her studies elsewhere and has all our 

best wishes for success. An Intermediate B’ class with Kostas Lyssas, an Advance class 

with Michalis and the Online Conversation class with Eirini. Finally, I was thinking to 

bring back the literature Class that we had until COVID, if they will be students to 

participate. 

 



A one-page poster advertising the classes for next session will be available at the AGM.  

It would be very much appreciated if members would take any opportunity to display 

these posters and advertise the availability of the classes. 

 

Our society is indebted to the loyal service of our tutors – Alkistis Kesidi, Kostas Lysass, 

Michail Bitsios, Eirini Vonaparti-Kasioti and Fotis Tasioulis.   

A special word of thanks is due to prof. Frithjof Kuepper and Regina Jaschke for making 

bookings to accommodate these classes at the University of Aberdeen.  

To Mike Shanks, for arranging the invoices and payments for the online class.  

To Fani Motesnitsa and the parents of the students in the Hellenic School for their help in 

recruiting students for our adult Greek Classes. 

And of course to our President Hamish Wilson for his continuous and unwearied help and 

support. 

 

Finally, we come to the announcement of the award of the Loula Solomou-Dalgarno 

medals for outstanding performance in our classes.  These go to Ber Chisholm in the 

Beginners Class and Louise Falconer in the Advance Class. 

 

Kostas Papadopoulos 

Melvin Dalgarno 

 
 


